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acquisitions'  illustrates by means of the story of an ape   and   a   crocodile   the   weaknesses  that  lead to                 »••
the loss of  one's   own possessions.    Book  V called Aparikshitakarakam or 'Inconsiderate action* expounds the evils arising from the rashness of one's action by !          means of the story of a Brahmin whose castles in the
air are smashed by his indiscretion.   This is but the 1          outline of the five books which contain a very large
number of other   tales,   mostly dealing with animal *;          life,   The animals are endowed  with all the human
j          qualities.   They are made to study the Vedas, practise
I         penance and preach sometimes even to men.    A very
I         gentle humour and satire prevails throughout the book, I         and many of the common weaknesses and   vices like
E;         ostentatatious piety, avarice, futility of mere book lear-!         ning are very humorously ridiculed. A knowledge of the
I         book is no  doubt a valuable equipment for any man to
J move with advantage amidst the complex characters of the world. The narrative is told in prose and the general maxims are expressed in pithy verses. The style is simple and elegant and many of the verses have almost became aphorisms and proverbs
The Panchatantra has unmistakable traces of Buddhism in it. Many of the tales that seem to mock at the showy rituals and external manifestations of piety must be taken as the result of these influences. Yet much of the Buddhistic elements must have been modified in the subsequent revision of the book by Hindu authors. It is very difficult to judge the date aod the nature of the original version of the book*,